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The Russian Revolution and Civil War that followed it from 1918 to 1922 irrevocably altered a nation that
had existed for one thousand years. Over the next decades, the annihilation and exile of millions of people
continued this process of radical alteration until what existed little resembled what had been. Millions of
Russians left their homeland for what they thought was temporary exile, dispersing to Western and Eastern
Europe, China, Japan, Australia, and North and South America. Most had to struggle to survive but they
refused to abandon their heritage and took their history, language, and culture with them into exile. Thisis
the story of the noble Ukhtomsky family, descendants of Rurik, the first ruler of Rus' in the year 862. The
Ukhtomskys, originally from the northern reaches of Rus, were also descended from the Belozersk Princes,
cousins of the Muscovy Princes, whose rule of Russia ended with Ivan the Terrible.

In the 19th century, a branch of the Ukhtomsky family lived in the Simbirsk Province on the Volga River.
They sought to effect positive socia change on a grassroots level through education, building local schools,
and strove to counteract the effects of endemic poverty by establishing hospitals and social services for the
peasantry in their home province. Prince Nikolay Alexandrovich Ukhtomsky, the author's maternal
grandfather, fought in World War | and the Russian Civil War, battling the Bolsheviks in the VVolga Region,
from Simbirsk to Kazan, and in the Urals with Admiral Alexander Kolchak's Armies. He and his family were
eventually forced to flee Russia and, with the assistance of the Czech and Slovak Legion, the Ukhtomsky
family made their way to Harbin, China, accompanied by the noble Golitsyn family.

In exile, Prince Ukhtomsky worked as a journalist in Harbin, Berlin and Paris and in hiswork and travels, he
associated with various factions of the Russian Diaspora as they attempted to either battle or come to terms
with the Bolshevik regime. Branded as an enemy of Soviet Russia, Prince Ukhtomsky was arrested by
SMERSH, its dreaded counterintelligence agency, which sought out and arrested thousands of Russian
émigrés after the war.

The author's study of her family history actually began when she, at the request of her father, traveled to
Ukraine to meet his family. The Bogdanovs, although of peasant origin, also suffered greatly under the
Soviet regimein the period leading up to World War I1. The author's father was taken to Germany by the
Nazi authorities under the infamous Ostarbeiter program, which forced Ukrainian youths to work in labor
camps for the Reich.

In her quest to learn her family'slost history, Nina Bogdan traveled throughout Russia, Ukraine and China,
even to Vorkuta, location of one of the Soviet Union's most horrific GULag camps where her grandfather
was imprisoned.

In this epic tale, the author tells the thousand-year saga of her Russian family, intertwining it with her own
impressions of modern Russia, whaose people are struggling in the aftermath of the implosion of the Soviet
empire and attempting to come to terms with the consequences of the actions of a murderous regime that, in
the course of 70 years, wiped out some of the best and brightest people in that nation's history.
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From reader reviews:
Sophia Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Desolation of Exile: A Russian Family's Odyssey.

Mark McKinney:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. The Desolation of Exile: A Russian Family's Odyssey can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Violet Murray:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
view that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is The Desolation of Exile: A Russian Family's Odyssey this publication consist alot of the
information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Robert Quinonez:

Y ou can get this The Desolation of Exile: A Russian Family's Odyssey by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solveissueif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern eralike now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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