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The six year old Angela looks at the naked baby Jesus in her local church in Limerick, Ireland, circa 1912,
and thinks he looks cold. She wonders why his mother, or one of the shephards, doesn't put a blanket over
him. She decides to take him to her bedroom and wrap him in her own blanket. The journey home is a bit
difficult and when the disappearance is discovered, the whole parish is very, very upset. But Angela does
carry the baby back to church, and all turns out well.

Amazon.com Exclusive
Angela and the Baby Jesus, the first Christmas book from beloved author Frank McCourt, is an
unprecedented event, with a children's edition published by Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing and an
adult edition published by Scribner. Set in Ireland, the story is about the childhood of Angela, of Angela's
Ashes. Each edition has the same story written by McCourt but is illustrated by a different artist. Raul Colon
illustrated the children's edition and Loren Long illustrated the adult edition. Amazon asked both artists to
write about their experiences illustrating the same scene from McCourt's story to get an inside look at how
they interpreted McCourt's words.

Loren Long on the Fireside Scene from Angela and the Baby Jesus:

Usually little Angela would want to be right in the
middle of the action as the family sits by the fire and talks. But not this time--she has a secret upstairs.

At this point in the story, I'm giving the reader a seat behind the family in the shadows away from the fire. At
the same time we, the readers, know about Angela's secret in the bedroom upstairs and we see her hanging
back from the others, sneaking peeks up the staircase. We can see that she has something more important on
her mind than her family's chattering.

In my visual interpretation of Angela and the Baby Jesus, I wanted to tap into Frank McCourt's sophisticated
blend of gritty realism and subtle humor. For this reason, I specifically chose a limited color palette. I
worked with acrylics on canvas and tried to keep the paintings a bit edgy and raw.
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Choosing images came naturally when working on this story. I was taken with the balance of reverence,
innocence, and humor in Frank’s text and I simply tried to come up with creative ways to portray these
elements in a subtle but hopefully profound way. --Loren Long

Raul Colon on the Fireside Scene from Angela and the Baby Jesus:

This image for Frank McCourt's Angela and the Baby Jesus picture
book came to me just by thinking of a warm fireplace on a cold night.

In this particular scene the family sits around the fire to chat after tea. Angela's little brother is giving up the
secret that the "Baby Jesus" is in the bed upstairs. Angela shows a bit of worry in her face, since she quietly
snuck the "baby" into the house. Surely she'll be in trouble now.

Throughout the story I hardly show any of the adult faces, focusing mainly on the children's world. Hence,
Mother's back is turned toward us. I also cut off the little brother's face by having Mother's turn-of-the-
century hairdo get in the way (A little thing I learned from the great artist Degas.) It gives the scene
intimacy, as if the viewer is there taking a snapshot with his camera. All in all a fun and rewarding book to
illustrate. It was an honor to turn McCourt's words into actual pictures. --Raul Colon
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Angela and the Baby Jesus (Adult Edition)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Richard Segers:

The actual book Angela and the Baby Jesus (Adult Edition) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this article book.

Thomas Krieg:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Angela and the Baby Jesus (Adult Edition)
was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Angela and the Baby Jesus
(Adult Edition) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.

Clifford White:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Angela and the Baby Jesus (Adult
Edition) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book Angela and the Baby Jesus (Adult Edition) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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