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Has twentieth-century political violence destroyed faith in historical knowledge? What happens to historical
fiction when history is seen as either a form of Western imperialism or a form of postmodern simulation?

In Sublime Desire, Amy Elias examines our changing relationship to history and how fiction since 1960
reflects that change. She contends that postmodernism is a post-traumatic imagination that is pulled between
two desires: the political desire to acknowledge the physical violence of twentieth-century history, and the
yearning for an escape from that history into a ravishing realm of historical certainty. Torn between these
desires, both historical fiction and historiography after 1960 redefine history as the "sublime," a territory
beyond lived experience that is both unknowable and seductive. In the face of a failure of Enlightenment
ideals about knowledge and the West's own history of violence, post-World War II history becomes a desire
for the "secular sacred" sublime?for awe, certainty, and belief.

Sublime Desire is an eloquent melding of theory and practice. Mixing the canonical with the unexpected,
Elias analyzes developments in the historical romance genre from Walter Scott's novels to novels written
today. She correlates developments in the historical romance to similar changes in historiography and
philosophy. Sublime Desire draws engagingly on more than thirty relevant texts, from Tolstoy's War and
Peace to Jeanette Winterson's Sexing the Cherry, Charles Johnson's Dreamer, and Charles Frazier's Cold
Mountain. But the book also examines theories of postmodern space and time and defines the difference
between postmodern and postcolonial historical perspectives. The final chapter draws from trauma theory in
Holocaust studies to define how fiction can pose an ethical alternative to aestheticized history while
remaining open to pluralism and democratic values. In its range and sophistication, Sublime Desire is a
valuable addition to postmodernist studies as well as to studies of the historical romance novel.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Sublime Desire: History and Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of
Culture and Society) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Sublime Desire: History and Post-1960s
Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do
you even now thinking Sublime Desire: History and Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jesse Kennedy:

The e-book untitled Sublime Desire: History and Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Sublime Desire: History
and Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Everett Dean:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Sublime Desire: History and Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book features high quality.

Marc Medina:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
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your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Sublime Desire: History and
Post-1960s Fiction (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society).
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