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The Symptom and the Subject takes an in-depth look at how the physical body first emerged in the West as
both an object of knowledge and a mysterious part of the self. Beginning with Homer, moving through
classical-era medical treatises, and closing with studies of early ethical philosophy and Euripidean tragedy,
this book rewrites the traditional story of the rise of body-soul dualism in ancient Greece. Brooke Holmes
demonstrates that as the body (sôma) became a subject of physical inquiry, it decisively changed ancient
Greek ideas about the meaning of suffering, the soul, and human nature.

By undertaking a new examination of biological and medical evidence from the sixth through fourth
centuries BCE, Holmes argues that it was in large part through changing interpretations of symptoms that
people began to perceive the physical body with the senses and the mind. Once attributed primarily to social
agents like gods and daemons, symptoms began to be explained by physicians in terms of the physical
substances hidden inside the person. Imagining a daemonic space inside the person but largely below the
threshold of feeling, these physicians helped to radically transform what it meant for human beings to be
vulnerable, and ushered in a new ethics centered on the responsibility of taking care of the self.

The Symptom and the Subject highlights with fresh importance how classical Greek discoveries made
possible new and deeply influential ways of thinking about the human subject.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Witcher:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the
Physical Body in Ancient Greece. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body
in Ancient Greece. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Pickett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Symptom and the
Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gerald Allen:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your personal free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the e-book
untitled The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece can be good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Luther Jensen:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece.
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