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As the 587 colorful images in this magnificent volume reveal, animals were a constant — and delightful —
presence in illuminated manuscripts throughout the Middle Ages. Many proto-zoological illustrations, of
great charm but variable accuracy, are found in the bestiaries, or compendiums of animal lore, that were
exceedingly popular in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. But animals are depicted in every other sort of
illuminated manuscript as well, from the eighth-century Echternach Gospels, with its geometrically
schematized symbols of the Evangelists, to the early fifteenth-century Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry,
with its famously naturalistic scenes of peasant and aristocratic life.

In his insightful opening chapters, the noted art historian Christian Heck explains that the prevalence of
animals in illuminated manuscripts reflects their importance in medieval thought, an importance due in part
to the agricultural society of that age, in which a variety of species—and not just docile pets—were the daily
companions of man. Animals also had a greater symbolic significance than they do today: in popular fables,
such as those of Reynard the Fox, they held up a mirror to the follies of mankind, and on the religious plane,
they were understood as an integral part of God’s creation, whose attributes and behaviors could be taken as
clues to His plan of salvation.

The main part of the book explores the complex and fascinating iconography of the individual creatures most
frequently depicted by medieval miniaturists. It is arranged in the manner of a proper bestiary, with essays on
one hundred animals alphabetized by their Latin names, from the alauda, or lark, whose morning song was
thought to be a hymn to Creation, to the vultur, which enjoyed a certain respect due to its impressive
appearance, but whose taste for carrion also made it a symbol of the sinner who indulges in worldly
pleasures. The selection includes a number of creatures that would now be considered fantastic, including the
griffin, the manticore, and of course the fabled unicorn, tamable only by a gentle maiden.

Not merely a study of art history, The Grand Medieval Bestiary uses a theme of timeless interest to present a
panorama of medieval life and thought that will captivate even the most sophisticated modern reader.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Bryan:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Grand Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts book as beginner and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brenda Carey:

The feeling that you get from The Grand Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Grand Medieval Bestiary: Animals in
Illuminated Manuscripts giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Grand
Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts instantly.

Thelma Martin:

This book untitled The Grand Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Danilo Ernest:

The Grand Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Grand
Medieval Bestiary: Animals in Illuminated Manuscripts nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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