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Collected herefor thefirst timearethe complete short storiesof “a singular American visionary”
(New York Times).

The publication of The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy is aliterary event that marksthefirst time all
of James Purdy’ s short stories?ifty-six in number, including seven drawn from his unpublished
archives?have been collected in asingle volume. As proalific as he was unclassifiable, James Purdy was
considered one of the greatest?and most underappreciated?writersin Americain the latter half of the
twentieth century. Championed by writers as diverse as Dame Edith Sitwell, Gore Vidal, Paul Bowles,
Tennessee Williams, Carl Van Vechten, John Cowper Powys, and Dorothy Parker, Purdy’s vast body of
work has heretofore been relegated to the avant-garde fringes of the American literary mainstream.

His unique form and variety of style made the Ohio-born Purdy impossible to categorize in standard terms,
though his unique, mercurial talent garnered him afollowing of loyal readers and made him?in the words of
Susan Sontag?‘ one of the half dozen or so living American writers worth taking seriously." Purdy’s journey
to recognition came with as much outrage and condemnation as it did lavish praise and lasting admiration.
Some early assessments even dismissed hiswork as that of a disturbed mind, while others acclaimed the very
same work as healing and transformative. Purdy's fiction was considered so uniquely unsettling that hisfirst
book, Don't Call Me by My Right Name, a collection of short stories all reprinted in this edition, had to be
printed privately in the United Statesin 1956, after first being published in England.

Best known for his novels Malcolm, Cabot Wright Begins, Jeremy's Version, and Eustace Chisholm and the
Works, Purdy captured an Americathat was at once highly realistic and deeply symbolic, alandscape filled
with social outcasts living in crisis and longing for love, characterized by his dark sense of humor and
unflinching eye. Love, disillusionment, the collapse of the family, ecstatic longing, sharp inner pain, and
shocking eruptions of violence pervade the lives of his charactersin stories that anticipate both "David
Lynch and Desperate Housewives' (Guardian). In "Color of Darkness," for example, alonely child attempts
to swallow hisfather's wedding ring; in "Eventide," the anguish of two sisters over the loss of their sonsis
deeply felt in the summer heat; and in the gothic horror of "Mr. Evening,” ayoung man is hypnotized and
imprisoned by a predatory old woman. These stories and many others, both haunting and hilarious, form a
canvas of deep desperation and immanent sympathy, as Purdy narrates "the inexorable progress toward
disaster in such away that it's as satisfying and somehow life-affirming as progress toward a happy ending”
(Jonathan Franzen).

It may have taken over fifty years, but American cultureisfinally in sync with James Purdy. As John Waters
writesin hisintroduction, Purdy, far from the fringe, has "been dead center in the black little hearts of
provocateur-hungry readers like myself right from the beginning."
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From reader reviews:
Charles Tebo:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy
issimpleto bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Charlotte Kuester:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy was filled about science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Michael Carr:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime there but
nothing reading really. Any students fed that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Karen Strange:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. Aswe
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring usto
around the world. By the book The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The
Complete Short Stories of James Purdy. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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