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From Dorset sculpture to traveling circuses to the Barenaked Ladies, award-winning historian Jonathan
Vance reveals a storyteller's ear for narrative.

In a country of unparalleled diversity, "culture" has many different shades of importance and meaning. A
stranded Innu woman found by eighteenth-century explorers in the wind-swept Arctic took the time to
decorate her clothing with rich designs. The explorers were taken aback; but Vance informs us that the Inuit
word meaning "to make poetry" is the same as the word for "breathe"; and both derive from the word for
"the soul." Unsurprisingly, Aboriginal culture began to change with the arrival of more Europeans (who
brought their own ideas about culture) in one of the many complicated and intertwined tales that Vance
weaves together to explore Canada's cultural history.

Vance considers other key issues. Where, for example, is the divide between "culture" and mass
entertainment? He describes plays created by sailors trapped in an ice-bound ship through the Arctic winter;
"occasionally lewd" tavern music; an early version of Macbeth with a Monty Pythonesque twist--in Canada,
so-called high and low culture have coexisted uneasily, and intermingled creatively.

Vance reveals that the hot-button cultural issues we all know and love--government funding for the arts, the
cultural brain drain, the drive to preserve distinctly Canadian forms of expression, concerns over copyright
protection, the economic impact of cultural industries--can be traced back to previous centuries. Taking into
account both the past and modern developments, such as the thriving culture of Quebec and the evolution of
the CBC, Vance addresses one of the quintessential anxieties of Canadians--where, and what, is our culture?
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Mack:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this A
History of Canadian Culture.

Oren Nelson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. A History of Canadian Culture can be your answer given it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.

Brittany Schafer:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A History of Canadian Culture is
simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Joshua Poulson:

You can find this A History of Canadian Culture by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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