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In eighteenth-century England the aristocracy dominated the imagination, their exploits -- and misdeeds --
discussed, debated, and gossiped about in the salons and parlors of London. Now author Martin Levy vividly
re-creates one of the most shocking and scandalous events of the period, in a riveting true tale of passion,
obsession, murder, and courtroom drama.

On a spring evening in the year 1779, a young woman emerged from London's Covent Garden Theatre amid
a grand swirl of lords and ladies, their servants and coachmen. From out of the shadows a man emerged,
dressed in a black suit. He raised a pistol and fired one fatal shot point-blank into the woman's head. A
sudden and brutal murder, it was all the more shocking because of the identities of those involved. The
victim was Martha Ray, famed aficionada of fashion and the arts, and longtime live-in mistress of the Earl of
Sandwich, high-ranking minister to King George III. The assailant was James Hackman, a respected
Anglican minister and Martha Ray's former lover.

It was a savage crime that rocked both British high society and the church, and inflamed the interest and
imagination of such renowned personages as Samuel Johnson and James Boswell, noted biographer and
lover of prostitutes and executions. And it resulted in a courtroom extravaganza unique in the annals of legal
proceedings -- where passion was the motive, the madness of "momentary phrenzy" the mitigating circum-
stance . . . and love the ultimate justification for a crazed act of murder.

With consummate skill, author Martin Levy brings to breathtaking life the sights and sounds of an
unparalleled era in history -- when hangings were public entertainment and debauchery was a popular
pastime of the wealthy and the titled -- and expertly unravels the mystery behind a truly sensational slaying.
Fascinating, startling, edifying, and entertaining, Love and Madness is a brilliant tale of crime and
punishment as vivid and compelling as the headlines of today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Love and
Madness: The Murder of Martha Ray, Mistress of the Fourth Earl of Sandwich, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Sara Burns:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Love and Madness: The Murder of Martha Ray, Mistress of the Fourth
Earl of Sandwich can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve
your knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Love and Madness: The Murder of Martha Ray, Mistress of the Fourth Earl of
Sandwich will give you new experience in studying a book.

John Barrow:

This Love and Madness: The Murder of Martha Ray, Mistress of the Fourth Earl of Sandwich is completely
new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Love and Madness: The Murder of Martha Ray, Mistress of the Fourth Earl of Sandwich can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
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there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.
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