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Jesus taught his followersthat it is easier for acamel to go through the eye of a needle than for arich manto
enter heaven. Y et by the fall of Rome, the church was becoming rich beyond measure. Through the Eye of a
Needle is a sweeping intellectual and socia history of the vexing problem of wealth in Christianity in the
waning days of the Roman Empire, written by the world's foremost scholar of late antiquity.

Peter Brown examines the rise of the church through the lens of money and the challengesit posed to an
ingtitution that espoused the virtue of poverty and called avarice the root of al evil. Drawing on the writings
of major Christian thinkers such as Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Brown examines the controversies and
changing attitudes toward money caused by the influx of new wealth into church coffers, and describes the
spectacular acts of divestment by rich donors and their growing influence in an empire beset with crisis. He
shows how the use of wealth for the care of the poor competed with older forms of philanthropy deeply
rooted in the Roman world, and sheds light on the ordinary people who gave away their money in hopes of
treasure in heaven.

Through the Eye of a Needle challenges the widely held notion that Christianity's growing wealth sapped
Rome of its ability to resist the barbarian invasions, and offers a fresh perspective on the social history of the
church in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Casas:

Here thing why this kind of Through the Eye of a Needle: Weadlth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of
Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading abook is
good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Through
the Eye of aNeedle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of
Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can
easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall
of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD in e-book can be your aternate.

Virginia Boone:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome,
and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD why because the great cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ross Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you aso know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Through
the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD.

Jacqueline Morrison:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information

originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media socia just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
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comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of
Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD when you necessary it?
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