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Since Pakistan gained independence in 1947, only once has an elected government completed its tenure and
peacefully transferred power to another elected government. In sharp contrast to neighboring India, the
Muslim nation has been ruled by its military for over three decades. Even when they were not directly in
control of the government, the armed forces maintained a firm grip on national politics. How the military
became Pakistan's foremost power elite and what its unchecked authority means for the future of this
nuclear-armed nation are among the crucial questions Aqil Shah takes up in The Army and Democracy.

Pakistan's and India's armies inherited their organization, training, and doctrines from their British
predecessor, along with an ethic that regarded politics as outside the military domain. But Pakistan's weak
national solidarity, exacerbated by a mentality that saw war with India looming around every corner,
empowered the military to take national security and ultimately government into its own hands. As the
military's habit of disrupting the natural course of politics gained strength over time, it arrested the
development of democratic institutions.

Based on archival materials, internal military documents, and over 100 interviews with politicians, civil
servants, and Pakistani officers, including four service chiefs and three heads of the clandestine Inter-
Services Intelligence, The Army and Democracy provides insight into the military's contentious relationship
with Pakistan's civilian government. Shah identifies steps for reforming Pakistan's armed forces and reducing
its interference in politics, and sees lessons for fragile democracies striving to bring the military under
civilian control.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Coleman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan as the
daily resource information.

Susan Ross:

This book untitled The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Steve Domingo:

The guide with title The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan posesses a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Toni Sargent:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Army and Democracy: Military Politics
in Pakistan, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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