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Traversing the no-man's-land of political loyalty and betrayal, Broken Soldiers documents the fierce battle
for the minds and hearts of American prisoners during the Korean War. In scorching detail, Raymond Lech
describes the soldiers' day-to-day experiences in prisoner-of-war camps and the shocking treatment some of
them received at the hands of their own countrymen after the war. Why, he asks, were only fourteen
American soldierstried as collaborators when thousands of others who admitted to some of the same
offenses were not? Drawing on some 60,000 pages of court-martial transcripts Lech secured through the
Freedom of Information Act, Broken Soldiers documents the appalling treatment and the sophisticated
propagandizing to which American POWSs fell victim during the Korean conflict. Three thousand American
soldiers perished in North Korean camps over the winter of 1950-51, most from starvation. Through the
unsentimental testimony of survivors, Lech describes how these young men, filthy and lice-infested, lost an
average of 40 percent of their body weight. Many also lost their powers of resistance and their grip on
soldierly conduct. subjected to arelentless campaign to educate them to the virtues of communism.
Bombarded with propaganda, the Americans were organized into study groups and forced to discuss and
write about communism and Marxism, even to broadcast harangues against capitalist aggression and appeals
for an end to the war. Lech traces the spiral of debilitation and compromise, showing how parroting certain
phrases came to seem asmall price to pay for physical safety. Threatened with starvation and indefinite
confinement in Korea, many POWs succumbed to pressure to mouth communist slogans and provide
information far in excess of the regulation name, rank, and service number. Of the thousands of American
soldiers who, while prisonersin North Korea, spoke and wrote favorably of communism and disparaged their
country, a handful were charged with collaborating with the enemy. Why were so few singled out? Why did
each branch of the armed services judge parallel circumstances differently, and why were American soldiers
not realistically prepared for capture? troubling questions that remain unanswered decades after the events.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Joyner:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the erathat is aways change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Broken Soldiersis our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gary Corngo:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Broken Soldiers book is readable simply by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Broken Soldiers content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Broken Soldiersis not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Marina Rutt:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Broken Soldiersis kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ramiro Alvarez;

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Broken Soldiers can be fine book to read. May beit isusually
best activity to you.
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