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Of al the many passions and crazes in nineteenth-century gardening and natural history, none was aslong
lasting or as wide reaching as fern fever, or Pteridomania as it became known. The obsession with ferns was
not confined to afew professional botanists but it affected men, women and children from all classes through
the British Isles, the Empire and America.

Books and articles encouraged thousands to set out on fern forays. Their overwhelming desire to ‘capture’ a
rare specimen led them to wade through streams, scale rock faces, descend gorges and lean over fast-flowing
rivers. Accidents were common, sometimes fatal, and over-collecting and even fern stealing wererife.

Sarah Whittingham has explored verdant ferneries and Pulhamite grottoes throughout the land, read
hundreds of Victorian works on ferns, and examined ferny items from Coal brookdal e benches to Royal
Worcester pottery to reveal the incredible extent of the craze. She introduces the key players - John Lindsay,
Nathaniel Ward, George L oddiges, Edward Newman, Thomas Moore - together with many others.

It was possible to live alife in ferns from the cradle to the grave: if you were to go to the seaside, visit the
theatre, view an exhibition, decorate your house, read novels, play music and even spend time in hospital,
you would come upon ferns and ferneries.

Fern Fever encompasses garden history, social history, and the decorative arts, illustrated with over 150

beautiful images from around the world. It includes alist of placesto visit where you can experience the
Victorian fern craze first hand today.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Burton:

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Studying abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Fern Fever: The Story
of Pteridomania book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Myrtie Hammond:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Fern Fever: The Story
of Pteridomania suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Fern Fever: The Story of Pteridomaniais the main one of several books which everyone read
now. Thiskind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Barbara Roundtree:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book.
Itisreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading areserve.
The book Fern Fever: The Story of Pteridomaniait doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Rick Fairchild:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fern Fever: The Story of Pteridomania
can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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