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Jerry Williams' history of Azorean immigration to the United States offers us valuable insight into the
experience and culture of Portuguese immigrants and their descendents. This account fillsamajor gap in
American immigration history and gives us a comprehensive overview of how Portuguese-Americans—ow
numbering close to a million people-have come to constitute a vibrant and highly visible presence within
southeastern New England, the areas around San Francisco and San Diego, Hawaii, and the New Jersey/New
Y ork metropolitan area. Even though Azorean immigrants all came from similar cultural and social
backgrounds, Williams shows how regionally specific opportunity structures and social hierarchies have
contributed to significant differences within the Portuguese-American experience.

Starting with the whaling routes that first connected the mid-Atlantic archipelago with the ports of call in
New England and Californiain the early 1800s, Williams lays out the complex relationship between the
Azores and the US that has continued into the present. We learn how particular patterns of poverty,
overpopulation and socia inequality in the Azores pushed large numbers of theislands’ inhabitants to leave
their homesin search of better opportunities for themselves and their children. He tells the story of how the
early whalers who jumped ship in New Bedford, San Francisco, or Hawaii were followed by kin and fellow
villagers who had heard of plentiful jobsin New England’ s textile mills, gold and land in California, or
agricultural work on Hawaiian plantations. Williams' account allows us to understand the importance of
family and community connections throughout the immigrants’ arduous transition from peasant life to
industrial society.
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From reader reviews:
Carl Strum:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A
History of Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

David Lucero:

The reserve with title In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States,
2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) has lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Eddie Drennan:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this In Pursuit of Their Dreams. A History
of Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean
Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Haley Berg:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States,
2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have
those short extra time problems.
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