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This book explores the material and visual world of the socialist Bloc from the late 1940s to the late 1960s.
The essays, by authors from a range of disciplines, examine the forms and uses of material objects that made
up the environment of life behind the 'Iron Curtain', and investigates the particular ways in which these
objects came to represent the often divergent aspirations of regimes and peoples in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe.

The two decades after the end of the Second World War considered here constitute two contrasting periods:
that of post-war Stalinism and the 'sovietization' or 'stalinization' of Eastern Europe; and, from the mid-
1950s, the period of destalinization and relative cultural liberalization known as the Thaw. During the Thaw,
consumerism and a moderate fashion consciousness began to be tolerated or even encouraged to varying
degrees in different parts of the Bloc. Style, regarded as a suspect notion under Stalin, became a legitimate
and even urgent issue. What forms of dress, home furnishings and housing, as well as of fine art, would
provide a stimulating environment that could meet the physical and ideological needs of -- and give shape to
-- modern, socialist life? Challenging the assumption that all cultural norms were generated and effectively
imposed by Moscow, essays in this anthology investigate the interactions and exchanges between the
countries of the Eastern Bloc and and ask how, even in socialist economies, the consumption of material
objects -- or the refusal to consume -- could project personal and collective identities and even articulate
resistance.

Anyone who seeks to understand the effects of state socialism on life in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, or who is interested in the intersection of politics with art, design and material culture will find this
book absorbing and illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Style and Socialism: Modernity and
Material Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Paul Birch:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War
Eastern Europe why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material
Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern Europe has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Anita Sizemore:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Style and Socialism: Modernity and Material Culture in Post-War Eastern
Europe can make you feel more interested to read.
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