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“Whatever happens, the flame of French Resistance must not be extinguished and will not be extinguished.”
- General Charles de Gaulle, radio broadcast from London, June 18th, 1940 (Argyle, 2014, 81).

The French Army crumbled swiftly under the powerful blows delivered to it in 1940 by Adolf Hitler's self-
confident Wehrmacht. Launching a massive feint into Belgium to lure mobile French armies and the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) away from the actual point of attack, the weakly protected Ardennes Forest, the
Germans struck past the Maginot Line. In alightning campaign, Guderian's panzers punched through to the
coast, dividing Allied forces with a steel cordon across France and forcing the evacuation of the BEF from
the port of Dunkirk.

Not all French people proved willing to surrender to the Nazi invaders, however. While large numbers
“collaborated” —working for German or Vichy companies to provide for themselves or their families —and
some wholeheartedly backed the new regime out of opportunism, fascist conviction, or other motivations, a
courageous minority operated in secret to resist their conquerors and the quisling state at Vichy: “De Gaulle
described them as being bound together by ataste for risk and adventure[...] national pride sharpened by the
suffering of their nation and ‘an overwhelming confidence in the strength and cunning of their own plot’. [...]
‘“With him, itis[...] serving the Resistance and national honour, uncompromisingly demanding,” wrote one.
‘With him, we would have to get used to breathing the rarefied air of the summits.’” (Fenby, 2012, 109).

The French Resistance never grew into a single unified organization. Rather, it remained divided in several
major and numerous minor factions, each with their own philosophy and agenda. While these factions all
shared the same goal — opposition to the Germans their Vichy pawns —they viewed each other with some
suspicion and sometimes cooperated only grudgingly.

During the war years, however, the Resistance kept the spirit of an independent and defiant France
smoldering under the surface of Nazi domination, waiting for the opportunity to emerge again, regardless of
the precise political beliefs of its members.

Though exaggerated in scope and effectiveness by postwar legends seeking to minimize the widespread
(usually involuntary) collaboration among the French people, the Resistance actually embodied a patriotic
spirit determined to defeat Nazi totalitarianism and make France once again the nation of “liberté, égalité,
fraternité” under the tricolor flag. Despite the faults, foibles, and occasional cruelty or criminality of
individual Resistance members, the shared goal of defeating Nazi authoritarianism provided the glue needed
to more or less unify the disparate factions. This defining aim also gave the movement resilience to weather
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the brutal suppression meted out by the Gestapo, the infamous Klaus Barbie, and the Vichy Milice.

The French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany’s Occupation of France during
World War 11 looks at the legendary Resistance and its efforts to undermine Vichy France. Along with

pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the French Resistance like never
before, inno time at all.
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From reader reviews:
Dustin Broach:

Here thing why this The French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany's
Occupation of France during World War Il are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al looking at a
book is good but it really depends in the content of it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The
French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany's Occupation of France during
World War 11 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no publication that similar with The French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi
Germany's Occupation of France during World War 11. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of The French Resistance: The History of the
Opposition Against Nazi Germany's Occupation of France during World War 11 in e-book can be your
aternate.

Shirley Martins:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways try to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany's Occupation of
France during World War 1.

Tessa Krieger:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. The French Resistance: The History of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany's Occupation of
France during World War 11 can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extratime
problems.

DorisWhobrey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
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except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The French Resistance: The History
of the Opposition Against Nazi Germany's Occupation of France during World War 11.
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