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A young woman moves across an ocean to uncover the truth about her grandparents' mysterious
estrangement and pieces together the extraordinary story of their wartime experiences
 
In 1948, after surviving World War II by escaping Nazi-occupied France for refugee camps in Switzerland,
the author's grandparents, Anna and Armand, bought an old stone house in a remote, picturesque village in
the South of France. Five years later, Anna packed her bags and walked out on Armand, taking the
typewriter and their children. Aside from one brief encounter, the two never saw or spoke to each other
again, never remarried, and never revealed what had divided them forever.

A Fifty-Year Silence is the deeply involving account of Miranda Richmond Mouillot's journey to find out
what happened between her grandmother, a physician, and her grandfather, an interpreter at the Nuremberg
Trials, who refused to utter his wife's name aloud after she left him.  To discover the roots of their embittered
and entrenched silence, Miranda abandons her plans for the future and moves to their stone house, now a
crumbling ruin; immerses herself in letters, archival materials, and secondary sources; and teases stories out
of her reticent, and declining, grandparents.  As she reconstructs how Anna and Armand braved
overwhelming odds and how the knowledge her grandfather acquired at Nuremberg destroyed their
relationship, Miranda wrestles with the legacy of trauma, the burden of history, and the complexities of
memory.  She also finds herself learning how not only to survive but to thrive – making a home in the village
and falling in love.

With warmth, humor, and rich, evocative details that bring her grandparents' outsize characters and their
daily struggles vividly to life, A Fifty-Year Silence is a heartbreaking, uplifting love story spanning two
continents and three generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined House in
France. Try to face the book A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined House in France as your close
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Mary Benoit:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War,
and a Ruined House in France book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Willie Navarro:

The book untitled A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined House in France contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.

David Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this A Fifty-Year Silence:
Love, War, and a Ruined House in France.
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