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In this history of American political culture, Keith Wailoo examines how pain has defined the line between
liberals and conservatives from just after World War II to the present. From disabling pain to end-of-life pain
to fetal pain, the battle over whose pain is real and who deserves relief has created stark ideological divisions
at the bedside, in politics, and in the courts.

Beginning with the return of soldiers after World War II and fierce medical and political disagreements
about whether pain constitutes a true disability, Wailoo explores the 1960s rise of an expansive liberal pain
standard along with the emerging conviction that subjective pain was real, disabling, and compensable.
These concepts were attacked during the Reagan era, when a conservative backlash led to diminished
disability aid and an expanding role of courts as arbiters in the politicized struggle to define pain. New fronts
in pain politics opened nationwide as advocates for death with dignity insisted that end-of-life pain warranted
full relief, while the religious right mobilized around fetal pain.

The book ends with the 2003 OxyContin arrest of conservative talk show host Rush Limbaugh, a cautionary
tale about deregulation and the widening gaps between the overmedicated and the undertreated.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Pain: A Political History. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Pain: A Political History.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Steven Cruce:

The publication with title Pain: A Political History includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ray Shippee:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Pain: A Political History can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Jennifer Case:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Pain: A Political History can make you sense more interested
to read.
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