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The nineteenth century was, we have been told, the “century of the poisoner,” when Britain and the United
States trembled under an onslaught of unruly women who poisoned husbands with gleeful abandon. That
story, however, is only half true. While British authorities did indeed round up and execute a number of
impoverished women with minimal evidence and fomented media hysteria, American juries refused to
convict suspected women and newspapers laughed at men who feared them.

This difference in outcome doesn’t mean that poisonous women didn’t preoccupy Americans. In the decades
following Andrew Jackson’s first presidential bid, Americans buzzed over women who used poison to kill
men. They produced and devoured reams of ephemeral newsprint, cheap trial transcripts, and sensational
“true” pamphlets, as well as novels, plays, and poems. Female poisoners served as crucial elements in the
literary manifestos of writers from Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe to George Lippard and the
cheap pamphleteer E. E. Barclay, but these characters were given a strangely positive spin, appearing as
innocent victims, avenging heroes, or engaging humbugs.

The reason for this poison predilection lies in the political logic of metaphor. Nineteenth-century Britain
strove to rein in democratic and populist movements by labeling popular print “poison” and its providers
“poisoners,” drawing on centuries of established metaphor that negatively associated poison, women, and
popular speech or writing. Jacksonian America, by contrast, was ideologically committed to the
popular—although what and who counted as such was up for serious debate. The literary gadfly John Neal
called on his fellow Jacksonian writers to defy British critical standards, saying, “Let us have poison.”
Poisonous Muse investigates how they answered, how they deployed the figure of the female poisoner to
theorize popular authorship, to validate or undermine it, and to fight over its limits, particularly its political,
gendered, and racial boundaries.

Poisonous Muse tracks the progress of this debate from approximately 1820 to 1845. Uncovering forgotten
writers and restoring forgotten context to well-remembered authors, it seeks to understand Jacksonian print
culture from the inside out, through its own poisonous language. 
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From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this Poisonous Muse: The Female Poisoner and the Framing of Popular Authorship in Jacksonian
America.

Frank Quintana:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Poisonous Muse: The Female Poisoner and the Framing of
Popular Authorship in Jacksonian America why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joyce Williams:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Poisonous Muse: The Female Poisoner and the
Framing of Popular Authorship in Jacksonian America. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

David Murray:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Poisonous Muse: The Female Poisoner and the Framing of Popular Authorship in Jacksonian
America we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
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your life with this book Poisonous Muse: The Female Poisoner and the Framing of Popular Authorship in
Jacksonian America. You can more pleasing than now.
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