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Mark Braaten describes the experience of seeing the sun rise on a northern Minnesota lake and
spontaneously offering thanks to God. He describes sitting beside his children's bed as they sleep and resting
in the awareness of God's blessings. Confronted by such beauty, prayer flows out of us. That is to say, there
are times when we are easily aware that we are in the presence of God, our awe comes naturally, and our
prayer is full of joy. But Braaten also points out that at times prayer is a struggle. Life is often not awe
inspiring and prayer is often not easy. We find our praying frustrating and difficult. Our prayer life is a
journey of both joy and struggle. It is learning to recognize and reach out to God; even more it is recognizing
how God is constantly reaching out to us.

Braaten explores many types of prayer, including thanksgiving, confession, praise, wrestling, petition,
intercession, listening, and hope. He also explores what it means when the answer to prayer is no and how
we experience prayer in doubt and in confidence. In each chapter, he uses an extended biblical example of
prayer and also provides the text of prayers we can use in our own practice. For al who seek joy in prayer,
even as we struggle, Braaten offers an engaging personal and pastoral reflection on the ways we pray.

Mark Braaten is the Senior Pastor of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Tyler, Texas. He holds a doctor of
ministry degree from Luther Seminary in St.Paul, Minnesota. Braaten's book Come, Lord Jesus, a study of
the book of Revelation, was published by Liturgical Press in 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stratton:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do this.
It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school
until university need this particular Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle to read.

Barbara Gunter:

The e-book with title Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle has lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Terry Pullen:

Precisely why? Because this Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

John Casteel:

Beside this particular Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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