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Prelude to Greatness is an insider's story of life on a major college football team, focusing on the University
of Oklahoma Sooners from 1994 to 1999. A rare source of insight for younger players who dream of playing
college football, this book shows what they are in for: the range of experiences between failure and success,
the elusive nature of any individual's dreams of glory, and the variety of motivations--good, bad, and ugly--
prevalent in college football.

Jay Smith is the only NCAA Division I football player to have played under four head coaches: Gary Gibbs,
Howard Schnellenberger, John Blake, and Bob Stoops. A blue-chip offensive lineman from Arlington,
Texas, he declined scholarships from virtually every other top team in the country to play with the Sooners in
1994 and follow a national championship dream. The dream did not materialize, and things went from bad to
worse before the team showed progress in 1999 and the promise of a national championship to come in 2000.
By that time, Smith had graduated and had to witness the victories from the sidelines. Instead of a national
championship ring, Smith settled for knowing he had helped the team climb out of a deep hole.

A compelling story that goes beyond headlines, outcomes, statistics, and recaps, this is a cautionary tale of
how a young man's dreams can founder on the hard realities of big-time college football, where winning and
losing sometimes has little to do with a player's dedication.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Prelude to Greatness: Sooner Football in the
1990's, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Irene Justice:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Prelude to Greatness: Sooner Football
in the 1990's guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Prelude to
Greatness: Sooner Football in the 1990's as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This
is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Charlene Johnson:

Beside this specific Prelude to Greatness: Sooner Football in the 1990's in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Prelude to Greatness: Sooner Football in the 1990's because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!

Alejandro Wisdom:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Prelude to Greatness: Sooner Football in the 1990's
can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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