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In the months after Appomattox, the South was plunged into a chaos that surpassed even the disorder of the
last hard months of the war itself. Peace brought, if anything, an increased level of violence to the region as
local authorities of the former Confederacy were stripped of their power and the returning foot soldiers of the
defeated army, hungry and without hope, raided the already impoverished countryside for food and clothing.
In the wake of the devastation that followed surrender, even some of the most virulent Y ankee-haters found
themselves relieved as the Union army began to bring asmall level of order to the lawless southern terrain.

Dan T. Carter's When the War Was Over isasocial and political history of the two years following the
surrender of the Confederacy -- the co-called period of Presidential Reconstruction when the South, under
the watchful gaze of Congress and the Union army, attempted to rebuild its shattered society and economic
structure. Working primarily from rich manuscript sources, Carter draws avivid portrait of the political
leaders who emerged after the war, a diverse group of men -- former loyalists aswell as afew mildly
repentant fire-eaters -- who in some cases genuinely sought to find a place in southern society for the newly
emancipated slaves, but who in many other cases merely sought to redesign the boundaries of black
servitude.

Carter finds that as a group the politicians who emerged in the postwar South failed critically in the test of
their leadership. Not only were they unable to construct arealistic program for the region's recovery -- a
failure rooted in their stubborn refusal to accept the full consequences of emancipation -- but their actions
also served to exacerbate rather than allay the fears and apprehensions of the victorious North. Even so,
Carter reveals, these leaders were not the monsters that many scholars have suggested they were, and it is
misleading to dismiss them as racists and political incompetents. In important ways, they represented the
most constructive, creative, and imaginative response that the white South, overwhelmed with defeat and
social chaos, had to offer in 1865 and 1866. Out of their efforts would come the New South movement and,
with it, the final downfall of the plantation system and the beginnings of socia justice for the freed slaves.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Pillar:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they aso doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is
this When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self-Reconstruction in the South, 1865--1867.

Joshua Orvis:;

The book with title When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self-Reconstruction in the South, 1865--1867
includes alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Ernest Poole:

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the top
collection in your reading list is When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self-Reconstruction in the South,
1865--1867. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Homer Gardner:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self-
Reconstruction in the South, 1865--1867 as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self-
Reconstruction in the South, 1865--1867 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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